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FOREWORD

, BY |
Dr. V. RAGHAVAN, MA.,Ph.D,,

Sri Mayuram Ramanatha Dikshitar needs no introdu-
ction to the Astika public of South India; in recent years,
he has travelled in the north upto Nepal, participated in
Veda Sammelans in the leading centres, like Delhi, Calcutta
and Bombay, so that he is now well known to the world of
Sanskrit and Vedic scholars and to the Samavedins parti-
cularly all over the country. He is not only foremost in
the singing of Samaveda, in its Kauthuma School, but is also
one of the best scholars and authorities in Sama-lakshana and
can deliver goods on any matter relating to the whole
Saman-tradition, the Semhita and Gana, the Brahmanas and
the rites, the technique o1 Saman-singing and the basic and
exegetical literature of Sama Veda.

In 1962, Sri Dikshitar produced a work in Tamil called
Sama Veda Sarvasvam, giving in a handy volume everything
about the Sama Veda and its accessories. It was a necessary
publication, as even those dealing with such material get be-
wildered by the plethora of names and classifications. The
usefullness of that publication was however confined to the
Tamil-reading public; threrefore, it was a welcome under-
taking of the author when he set himself to produce a
Sanskrit work presenting a comprehensive account of Samg
Veda in all its aspects. The task is accomplished in about
200 pages. Sri Diksitar’s mastery of the whole sampradaya
is clear in the precise, clear and brief descriptions given
under each head in this book. For widening its use, he has
added English and Hindi summaries of the book.



As a Kauthuma Samavedin myself, I+had always been
taking interest in the work and activity of the author. The
author is a scion of the great Sanskrit polymath of Tamil-
nad, the blessed Appayya Dikshitar, twelith in descent from
lg_:xg as the geneology appended at the end bears out. A part
from being a leading authority on his Veda, the Saman, he
is well grounded in Adsaitz and an exponent of the Puranas,
especially of Devibhagavats. 1 have great pleasure in
congratulating him on his work ard in wishing that, with
the blessings of Almighty and His Holiness Sri Sankaracharya
of Kanchi Kamakotipitha, he well enjoy long Jife and continue
his work for the preservation and propagation  of

Sama Veda.

!

V. RAGHAVAN
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AN APPRECIATION

by
The Hon’ble Sri K. VEERASWAM]
(Chigf Fustice, High Court of Tamil Nadu)

All the sciences of the world will not be useful without
the knowledge of the Self, which is beyond Name and
Form. Hence, the realisation of the Supreme Brahman or
Ultimate Reality should be the objective of every aspirant.
This is not possible by performing sacrifices and religious
rites alone, To achieve this, the senses which enable us to
gain external knowledge should be withdrawn and cont-
rolled and the Atman should be in communion with
Brahman. The Atman is not concerned with the Maya or
illusion about the existence of the external world.

It is not easy to attain Gnana or the supreme know-
ledge, without going through the Karma Marga and
Bhakti Marga. By doing Karma a person’s sins are
wiped out; by following the next step, Bhakthi. the person
becomes mentally firm ard will be in a position to attain the
Gnana or knowledge, ‘Tat Twam Asi’ Knowledge of the
Maha Vakya enables the aspirant to realise himself, i.e. to
realise that he is not the body or mind but he is the real
Atman which is the Ultimate Brahman.

Performance of the Yugas is the first step in Karma
Marga. Of course in doing the said Karma the aspirant
should also have devotion. So Karma Marga and Bhakti
Marga will go side by side. After taking these two steps
the aspirant reaches the third step, viz., Gnana Marga or
Gnana Yogz, which enables him for the realisation that the
Atman and the Brahman (the Supreme Being) are one and
the same.

Of the four Vedas, I am Sama Veda” says Lord
Krishna. Vedas form the basis of the Hindu Religion, the
mother of all Religions. Sama Veda consists of a thousand



s of which the Kautuma Sakha of Sama Veda
i'zr;?ec»}'ljc'nt in South India, The Kautuma Sakha consists
of two sections —Mantras and Brahmanas. There are
8 Brahmanas. The sixth Brahmana is knou:n as Chandogya
Upanishad Chandogya Upanishad consists of 10 cha-
pters. The first two chapters deal with mantras for
the various samskaras. Chapters 3 to 7 deal with
various upasanas and the remaining 3, i.e. 8th, 9th and 10th
chapters deal with or expound the Nirguna Brahma-
swarupa. It is in this Chandogya Upanishad that the
‘Tattwam Asi’ doctrine is affirmed: The total number of
Riks in Sama Veda Kautuma Sakha is 1875.

Modern Music in India has its origin in the sama gana
as it is chanted musicallv. In the sacrifice the Devatas are
summoned by Rik Veda Hymns, offerings are made by
Yajur Veda mantras and after that, the Devatas thus
summoned are praised in terms of Sama Veda. The
Devatas thus gratified bless the person who has arranged
for the performance of the Yagna.

The third Brahmana (Samavidhana Brahmanam) deals
with mantras to be meditated by persons unable to perform
yagna for freedom from disease, for long life, for
salvation etc.

Sri Mayuram Ramanatha Dikshithar has referred to a
number of Books and has done a lot of resesarch work in
bringing out this valuable book Sama Sara Sarvaswarn.

A knowlcge of the Vedas is essential to all those who
desire to know that by which one can know everything.
The author deserves to be praised and encouraged in his
venture.

His analytical treatment of the subject will be appreci-
ated by one and all. PP

46, 111 Main Road,

G. Nagar, Madras-20 K. VEERASWAMY
18-9-1973



PREFACE

Moksha is the chief of the four purusharthas. The
means therefor is tattvagnana. Tattvagnana is derived by
meditation and study of the Mahavakyas of which Tat
Twam asi — Thou art that is the direct forthright affirma-
tion of the identity of the Jivatman with Paramatma. This
mahavakya is in the Chandogya Upaniahad of Sama Veda.
Lord Krishna says in the Gita that of the Vedas He is Sama
Veda. In the yagna, the devatas are hailed and summoned
by Rig Veda hymns. Offerings to them are made by Yaju-
sha mantras. And the praise of the devatas thus summoned
is in terms of Sama Veda. And the devatas, thus gratified,
reward the yayaman into wealth. All other Vedas praise
Sama Veda. In the Dharma Sastra, it issued that the pita
is pleased by Rig Veda, the pitamaha by Yajurveda and
and prapitamaha by Sama Veda. The chanting of the
Saman pleases all three. The great Narada chants Saman
on his famous Veena always, according to Devi Bhagavata.
And Narada is the author of one of the chief Lakshana
Granthas of Sama Veda.

There is a disability supposed to attach to Sama Veda.
Manu in his Manava Dharma Sastra says that Sama Veda
dhvani is asudha. And this has been construed by some to
mean that listening to Sama chanted is wrong. But the
context in which this occurs has to be noted. It is while
speaking of occasions when Veda adhyayana is prohibited
that this occurs. When Sama is being chanted, according
to Manu, Rik and Yajur are not to be chanted Since Sama
hails pitras, it is thought that its chanting is undesirable in
general occasions. This is sheer Arthavada, like the prohi-
bition of the gift of silver in yagnas on the ground that in
teras of Rudra were transformed into silver. Kulluka Bha-



xii

ttar in his commentary on Manu says “‘Susuchiriva natvasu-
chi”. To interpret this literally leads to the conclusion,
manifestly absured, that all brahmans, — who emcrgedl
from Sama Veda — are impure. And Brahmans have been
enjoined to perform various Karmas ! This would also mean
that Vedas are not Pramane — which discredits vaidik
dharma as a whole.

Sama veda has a thousand branches. A person quali-
fied in these is fit for exercising royal power concess, The
Veda constitutes the eye of the Pitra, Devas and man, Al
creation has its sanction in the Veda and Veda is the immu-
table bedrock of human society and its dharma. The
cighteen puranas seek merely to expound the Veda in sin-
gular terms.

N

In this book, the Kautuma Sakba of Sama Veda has
been used as the basis and the various parts of the Veda, res-
pective uses and the fruits of their shed have been set forth.
When offering abhivandanam we affirm one link with
Drahyayana Sutra. The benefits we derive from the great
rishis who have revealed to us, the Vedas are manifoid. I
hope this attempt to set out the essence of the Sama Veda
will prove heneficial to all who have faith in our immemo-
rial Vaidika dharma. I pray that the Lord’s grace may
flow abundantly to all reverent students of the Veda,
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S AMASARASARWASWAM

The Veda is the bedrock on which our
religion rests. Bhagavan Veda Vyasa divided
the Veda into four branches: Rik, Yajus,
Sama and Atharvan. Of these, Sama has
thousand sub-branches or Sakhas (vide III
Khanda of Charana Vyuha Parisishtam.) Some
Sakhas were, it is there stated, destroyed by
Indra, because. they were chanted during
prohibited periods. Patanjali also speaks of
a thousand Sakhas. He speaks at one place
of seven sakhas:- Ranayaneeyam, Satyamug-
ram. Kaleyam, Mahakaleyam, Langalayanam,
Sardoolam and Kowthuma, and ‘elsewhere
mentions Shatyayaneeyam, Kalvalam, Maha-
kalvalam, Langalam, Gowtameeyam and
Jaimineeyam. Of these, Kowthuma ‘sakha
obtains in Dravidadesa; Jaimineeyam in
. Kerala, Ranayaneeyam in Maharashtra, mak-
ing only a total of three extant sakhas of
Sama Veda.

The Acharyas of the sakhas number thir-
teen: They are: Ranayani, Satyamugri, Dur-
vasa, Bhaguri, Kaurundi, Gaulgulavi, Oupa-
manyavar, Dharala, Gargi Savarni, Varshag-
anyar, Kuthumi, Salihotra and Jaimini.
Jaimini, according to slo. 74, Chapter VI
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N |
Skandha 12 of Srimad Bhagavatam intiated
his son Sumantu and his grandson Sukarma in
Sama Veda, teaching each of them one Sam-
hitha, Sukarama had three disciples : Hiranya-
nabhakausalya,Paushpinji,and the Bramhavith
Avantya. Their disciples can be found in the
north and east of India - so says the Bhaga-
vata. And the Vishnupurana also says so. As
Jaimini was Bhagavan Vyasa’s disciple, the
division into various Sakhas probably took
place after the period of Veda Vyasa. The
majority of the Sama vedins today seems to
be of Kauthuma sakha group, though there
are a few Jaimineeya sakha adhyayis in Kerala
and some other areas.

Kauthuma sakha consists of two sections:
Mantras and Brahmanas. The mantra section
is to be found both in the form of Archika
and in the form of Gana. Archika can
be subdivided into Purva Archikam and
Uttara Archikam. Prakriti samas link up with
Purva Archikam and Oohagana with Uttara
Archikam. Purva Archikam is also referred
to as Chanda Archikam. Chanda Archikam
breaks up into seven prapatakas, each consis-
ting of ten kandas (or dasatis). The seventh
prapathaka is the Rik of Aruna Sama and
including Mahanamni. We have seven pra-
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patakas called Chandah Padam for Chandah
Archikam.

Utiara Archikam breaks up into nine prapa-
takaswith 22 adhyayas. Each adhyaya consists
of many dasatis, unlike Purva Archika. The
Padapata of this is in nine prapatakas (Vide
the table on page 9 of this book).

For sthobha padas not covered by Rik,
we have separate padapata, of two prapatakas
with 25 dasatis (more fully dealt with in
Stobhanusamharam).

There are 400 suktas, in Uttara Archika,
each having 1 to 12 Riks. (Vide the table on
page 10.) The total number of Riks in Sama
Veda is thus 1 875 and for these we have
valuable commentaries by Sayania, Bharata-
swami and Madhava.

The Gana section of this veda breaks up
into two parts, Prakriti and Ooham. They
are also referred to as Prakriti Aranyaka,
Ooha and Rahasyam, the last term being used
in the original texts for the Aranyaka portion.
That part of Prakriti which can be chanted in-
side a village is referred to as Gramageya and
that which can be chanted only in an Aranya
as Aranyageyam. The Vikriti of Gramage-
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yam is called Ooham and that of Aranya-
geyam as Rahasyam. This is also called Qoha.
rahasyam.

Sama gana has, principally, seven swaras,
referred to also as Ratantara, Brihat and
Vamadevyam, out of which has developed the
sangita sastra. Gandharva Veda on which
sangita rests is spoken of also as an Upaveda,
of Sama Veda. We shall expand the swaras
later in the section entitled Narada Siksha
Vivarana. Prakrit Samas invariably conform
to Archika: Purvarchika riks chanted are
Prakriti and one sama is chanted in one rik
and also several Samas. They are divided

into seven ganas : (vide page 12 Gayatram.......
Katitanicha)

1. Gayatra, 2. Agneyam, 3. Aindhram,
4. Pavamanam, 5. Arkaparva Dvandbvaparva
Vrataparva, 6. Sukriya, 7. Mahanamni.

Some divide the ganas thus: (1) Agneya(2)
Aindhra (3)Pavamana (4) Aranyaka (5) Sukriyd
(6) Ooha (7) Rahasyam. But thisdoesnotseem
proper. Ooha rahasyam cannot be called
Prakriti. Sarvanukramani speaks of 7 ganas, 8
Brahmanas, 10 sutras,17 Lakshanas,all of them
original texts. A Vikriti like Ooha rahasya
does not quite belong here, it seems to me.
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Seven Ganas: The first of these is Gayatram.
The basis is the rik.

I. Tath Savitu: (6 Prapatakas, 13th chap-
ter of Uttara Archika) The gana of this is set
out in the Devatadhyaya Brahmana. The
lakshanas of this gana are set out in Arsheya
Brahmana Gayatra‘ Vidana and Drahyayana
Sutra. Gayatragana is used in stotras like
Bahishpavamanam and in rituals like Brahma-
yagnam, Upakarma and Upanayana Vrataetc.

IT The second is 4gneya. The ganas here
concern Agni. Hence the name.

III. The third is dindhram. We have Bahu-
sami, Ekasami, Brhati,- Trishtubh, Anushtubh,
Indrapuchcham, in this.-Bahusami is so called
because many Samas in each rik are chanted
thus, while Ekasami is so called because only
one Sama in each rik is chanted thus. Brhati
is the name given to Samas in Brhati Chandas,
and anushtubh and Trishtubh are also named
after the chandas of the Samas. Indrapuch-
cham is not named after any specific chandas:
The first two khandas are in Ushnikchandas.
the 3rd in Kakupchandas, 4th, 5th, 6th, in
Pankthi chandas, 7th, 8th in Gayatri Pankthi,
Trishtubh awd 9th in Jagati, Ashti and
Athyashti. The Devata too is not uniform.
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Hence the name does not derive either from
the chandas or the Devata. The remnant of
Aindhra is called Indrapuchcham, perhaps on
the analogy of the practice of calling the
concluding rituals of a yagnapuchcham.

IV. Pavamanam: The word here means
the Adhishtana Devata of Soma Rasa. As the
Samas in this gana chant about Soma, this is
called Pavamana. v

V. Arkaparva: Along with Dwandvaparva
and Vrataparva is the fifth gana. In this there
are a large number of Samas, named Arka,
The Samas in the Dwandva come in doublets
and hence the name. Those in the Vrataparva
bear the name Vrata.

V1. Sukripam: The Samas in this relate to
Surya. Sukra is one of the names of Agni who
is Light. Since Surya is also Light, the term
Sukra is used here also for Surya. The cons-
tituent organs of Surya give their name to the
Samas in this ganas. They are called Siras-
sama, Chakshussama, srotrasama, Vaksama,
Jihva Sama, Oorusamani, puchchasama and
Adityathama. Hence the name Sukriyam.

VII. Mahanamni: The Samas in this gana
bear this name. These Samas altogether, with
the seven ganas are called Prakriti and cover
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17 prapatakas ending with Pavamana, 6 in
the Aranyaka ending with Sukriyam-totalling
23 in all. Prakriti Samas total upto 84
khandas. See table p. 15. In the Aranya-
gana we have the Udhvayama and Bharunda
Samas as a kind of appendix.

Oohaganam:  This involves the chanting of

the Samas in Prakriti in terms of the riks of
uttara archika. Samas in Prakriti chanted in each
rik yield one Sama per rik. In Ooha, the Samas
are chanted in terms of three riks ordinarily and
we have therefore three Samas per, rik, though
single Samas also exist: These Samas are used in
yagnas like Agnishtoma. Oohaganam depends on
the procedural Karma of a yagna. This is set out
in Mahabrahmanam: Itisinconformity with this
that uttara Archikam proceeds. Samas in Prakriti

‘are ‘amad’, beginningless. These Samas are
sorted out in Uttara Archikam and assigned to
specific yagnas as prescribed jn the Brahmana,
When chanted, the rik mnay be in short chan-

das. When the Sama gana is chanted in the long
Chandas, according to the rule laid down by
the Brahmanas, it takes on the 36 lettered

Brahatsama of Brahati chandas. It is prescribed

that it should be chanted in terms of the 64

lettered Ashti Ghandas. The chanting has to be

governed carefully by close attention to the lak-
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shanas and Brahmanas, and avoiding errors of
letters or swaras: If errors are committed, the
result may be injurious to the Yajamana’s
(sacrifier) life, children and wealth. Taking due
account of our limitations, in their farsighted
kindliness for us, our elders have laid down
regulations about which Sama should be chaited
in which rik and also required of us that Qoha
should be regarded as esoteric and secret,
thus guarding its purity and propriety. This
has now been set out in 4 book and Mimamsakas,
on this ground regard Ooham as man-made
(Paurusheyam). But thc gana and the riks
are not man-made. It is their combination
that is man-made. Indeed the Nidana Sutrakara
regards Ooha itself as Apaurusheyam. In Brahma
yagna and in parayana relating to prayaschitta
rituals, Ooharahasyams are not utilized by our
elders. Gramageya samas which fall into Ooha
section are called Ooham and Aranyageya samas
are referred to as Rahasyam. These Ooha and
Rahasyam are each subdivided into seven
parts. [Each part is called a tantram. They
are Dasaratram, Samvaisaram, . Ekaham, Aheenam,
Satram, Pravaschuttam and Kshudram. This division
conforms to the division of the yagnas

1. Excluding the first day, the last day
prayaneeyam, Udayaneeyam of the yagna
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Dwadasaratra, the intervening ten days are
to be covered by stotras in prescribed order.
Hence this 'is called Dasaratram. The first
two Vimsas of these, according to the Brah-
mana, are to be chanted in yagnas like Agnish-
toma. Even so, the name seems apt.

2. Sampatsaram As these relate to yagnas
which are performed over the year, the name
Samvatsaram is given to them.

3. Ekaham is the name given to Samas
which are chanted at vagnas of a single day’s
duration.

4. Ahcenam is so called because the
Samas in this are used in Yagnas lasting for
many days. A single person may perform this
yagna; many persons may also do itjointly.

5 Sairam: This is a yagna done by many
yajamans and lasts for months and even years
The Samas used in this yagna bear this name.

G. Prayaschitiam : Samas chanted in reme-

dial or corrective of errors committed in a
yagna are so called. .

7. Kshudran: This refers to Namas used
in vagnas designed to destroy enemies in Abhi-
chara Rituals.

Thus Namas chanted by three Ritviks (the
man who performs yagas) are called Ooham
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and Rahasyam. The three rituals-Udgatha-Pra;.
tota, and Pratiharta Sit in Sades at a yagna. after
chanting appropriate mantras and when the
Hota group calls for stotra, Stotra must be
chanted, without pauses each bhakti coming
close on the preceding one. (A Bhakti is the
fivefold structure of Sama-prastava, Udgitha-
Prathihara Upadrava and Nidhana with Omkar
and Himkar added to them (This is dealt with
later) (Here vide tables on 22).

Cuarrer II
The Brahmana Section

The Eight Brahmanas
Maha Brahmana.

There are eight Brahmanas in Sama Veda.
They are: Praudha (Tandyam), Shadvimsam,
Samavidanam, Arsheyam, Devatadhyaya, Chan-
dogyam, Samhitopanishad and Vamsa. Praudha
or Tandya (so called after Tandi Maharishi
who revealed it) or Mahabrahmana is the
longest of them all, consisting of 25 chapters
(also called Panchavimsa Brahmanam). This
concerns Somayaga exclusively. Yagnas are
of various kinds-Agnihotra, Darsa Purna-
masa Ishti, Agnishomiyapasu Agnishtoma etc.
Agnihotra homa is done with Yajur Veda.
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Ishti and pasubhandha are done with Rik and
Yajur Veda. But Soma yagna is done with
all three vedas, Rik, Yajus and Sama (vide
Apastambha Srauta sutra) From Agnishtoma
upto Viswasrujamayanam, there are 178 yag-
nas covered by this Brahmana. Katyayana
and Apastamba in their Srauta Sutras rely
chiefly on" this Brahmana, and Drahyayana
cites Mantras from this for various rituals.

CHarTER I cOtains mantras relating to
Agnishtoma, Somabhakshana, Upahvana, Dak-
shina Pratigraha and Brahmatva sacrifices.

CrapTERS 11 AND 11 deal with stomas like
Truvrut. A stoma isa count of tho Stotra
Samas. The counting is to be done with a stick
of the fig tree called Kusa, the procedure of
which is laid down in Drahyayana.

Cuprers v & v deal with the yagna called
Gavamayana with 361 sutyas. It lasts for
12 months. On the concluding day of the
yagna when the soma juice is extracted and
taken by the yajaman.

CHAPTERS VI-IX deal with the reasons be-
hind the names Agnishtoma Atiratram, Jyo-
tishtoma of these yagnas prayachitta cere-
monies concerning the soma plant, breakage
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of the Dronakalasa or Mahavira. All these
yagnas have only one sutyai.

CuaptERs X - XV deal with the yagna called
Vyudhawadasham which has 12 sutyas. It is
also called ahinakratu of which, it is the Pra-
kriti. It is also called Dwadasaratram.

CuapTe xvi deals with single sutya yag-
nas like Jyoti, Gauh, Ayuh Abhijit, Viswajit.

CHAPTFR xvII covers vratyastoma and 12
other yagnas, including chaturmasya. For Var-
unaprakasam two sutyai, for sakamadha, three
sutyai and for other two sutyai each.

Cuarter xvin deals with Ritapeyam and
10 other yagas including Vajapeyam and Raja-
suyam. For Vyushtidwiratra two sutyai, for
other one sutyai only.

CuartEr x1x 20 Somayagnas including Rat
are prescribed, each having one sutyai. The
yagnas here are double Viz. Rat-Virat Udbhit-

" Balabhit etc.

Cuaprer xx 13 athiratras, 3 ahinas in sar.
vastoma, ahinas have two sutyai, other one.

€uapTER xx1 13 ahinayagnas are dealt
with, Six of them have 3 sutyai, four-3 sut-
yais, three-5 sutya.

Cuaprir xx11 covers 18 ahinayagnas 3-6,
7-7, 1-8, 29, 4-10. 1-11 sutyas. The last is
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called Ekadasaratra “Paundarikam’’

CrapTeR xxm 28 ahinas. 2-13, 3-14, 4-15
5-16, 17, 18, 19 & 20 2-21 sutyas etc.

CHaPTER xx1v 20 ahinas.

CrapTeER xxv has 18 khandas: The first 12
khandas cover 12 ahinas, one Adityanamayana
361 sutyais, 2 angirasamayana, 361 sutyai, 3
drtivatavatoryana, 363 sutyai etc totalling 178
yagnas (The term 1000 year is according to
Jaimini, to be construed as 1000 days).

There is no question of performance of
yagnas on this scale but devout reading especi-
ally as part of Brahmayagna study of their
import will be spiritually meritorious.

Sri Chinnasami Sastri has edited the
Sayana Bhasaya on this great Brahmana in
Chowkamba Sanskrit series.

SHADVIMSA BRAHMANA

Maha Brahmana has 25 chapters. Shadvimsa
may be regarded as the 26th chapter, setting
out what has not been stated in the other
chapters. It has five chapters and 48 khandas:

Cuarter 1 deals with the call to Subra-
manya i.e. the rite performed three days be-
fore the last day of Sutyahams morning and
evening. The deity summoned there is hailed
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oo addh

as Sarvatmaswarupa: The rationale of Indra’s °

name, the contents of Subramanya rik, the
three savanas, chandas, definition, viswarupa
gana, the sources of the thee vyahratisand
thence the sources of the three worlds and the
penitential rite of Rek, Yajus and Samavedas.

Cuapter 1 deals with rethasyadhorgana,
definition of Dorganam, the upahavam that the
Udgatha may do in the three savanas, pravas-
chitta for mischants by the Hotha, Devaritvi-
kvarana, devayajnanaprarthana, devayagna,
the site for the yagna, its Lakshanas, e.g., the
need for a tank or well to the east of the site,
Ahavanya, Surya havingto be below the site etc.

CuapTer 1 Avabhruta bath Sama Abki
chara yagnas for destroying enemies Ishu,
Sandamsa, Vajram and Vaisvadeva yagna for
13 days of the Satrayagna.

CuapTer Iv The origin of garhaptyaagni
emphasis on oneself doing agnihotra rather
than a ritvik, lakshana of oudumbari of yupa
selection of woods like Bilva, Purasu black-
wood, areca etc. for the rites, exposition of the
devatas and merits of sandya devatas, Sandhya

vandana, origin of swahadcvi, the gotram,
akshara etc.
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CuaptEr v deals with adbhuta santi praka
rana covering santikarma for ominous happen-
ings and portents of disaster to kings and
peoples, earthquakes, disaster of cattle and
elephants damage to flelds and houses blood
rain, bleeding of trees, instability images of
deities in temples, smoke emerging from the
horns of cattle, children being born deformed.

There is exposition here of the powers
and pot«ncies of deities and devas like Indra:
(There is an edition of this Brahmana edited
by Jeevananda Bhattacharya of Calcutta.)
Kendriya Vidyapeeth of Tirupathi.

SAMAVIDHANA BRAHMANA

This is the third Brahmana and deals with
mantras to be meditated on by persons unable
to perform the major yagnas prescribed in the
other two Brahmanas. The ritual for this japa
is dealt with, like krichracharana, disciplinary
ritual etc., It consists of 3 chapters and
25 khandas. It prescribes maniras to be chan-
ted respectively for freedom from disease, for
th. birth of children, for long life, for salva-
tion etc. Samas covering Rudram, Purusha-
sukta, Ganapati sukta, Surahmanyasukta,
arlshtavarga pavitravarga are dealt with.

Ciapter 1 tells us of the sukshma rupa of

this universe in Brahman before creation and
of the seven swaras that respectively please
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various creatures, prajapatyakrichram,Athikri.
chra krichra Tikrichra their fruits, agniadhang
upto Darsapurnamasa, agnishtoma, ukthya,
shodasi, atiratra, Vajapeya, abthoryama,
dwadasaratra, gavamayana, tapachchida, sow-
mikachaturmasya, yagnas spread over several
years and their fruits. Amrita sambhita,
Swargakamasomhita, Rudrasamhita, Vishnu
samhita, Subrahmanya Ganapati ‘- sambhita,
Pitru samhita etc. Penitentiary rites for steal-
ing a brahmana’s property, Rajapratigraha,
Brahmanahimsa etc are also dealt with.
Cuaprrr 1 tell us that life-giving, wealth
giving samas should, if not commenced at the
prescribed time, be commenced on pushya-
nakshtra after three days fast. Satayushkamas
propitiatory rites against abortion paisacha-
dosha, danger caused by serpents, enemy
activity, security on the highways during
journey, samas designed togain control over
persons, Raja Sannidhi and Sabha etc.

Cuarryr 11 deals with mantras to be chan-
ted for various auspicious desires like wealth,
grain; Vastuhoma discovery of concealed
treasure, avoiding punarjanma (ratri upa-
sana) samas for direct vision of devas, for
achieving lordship of three worlds. Brahma
revealed this to Brahaspati, the latter to
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Narada, and Narada to Vyasa, Jaimini and
others in the guruparampara. (Edited by Sat-
yavrata Samasrami, Calcutta Vidhyapeetha
Tirupathi and by Burnell).

ARSHEYA BRAHMANA

This is the fourth Brahmana and tells of the
great seers who discovered the specific prakrity
sama mantras, their devatas, their metres etc ,
essential to the correct chanting and use of
them for attaining merrit here below and above.
It has three chapters. I Chapter-28 khandas,
11 Chapter-25 and III-29 khandas totalling
82 khandas, making the description asitidvaya
extremely appropriate in this regard

DEVATADHYAYA BRAHMAN \ )M

This is fifth Brahmana-4 khandas. I khanda
details the devatas of prakriti samas. Through
Nidhanas, samas are grouped into sections for
the respective devatas. Hence the name.
IT khanda tells of Gayatri chandas and varnas
and devatas. III khanda tells of the origin of
Gayatri, Ushnik, Anushtub, Brahati, Pankti,
Trishtub, Jagati chandases.

IV Khanda demonstrates that Gayatri Deyl
is Viratswarupini, with Brahma as the head,
swarga as the forehead, Surya and Chandra as
eyes, Agni as the Mukha, Saraswati as tongue

16
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Twashta as the neck etc. If the Gayatriis
chanted in this elaborate fashion, it will yield
full merit. This is essential not merely for
chandogas,but for followers of all vedic sakhas.
There is an edition of this Brahmana with
Samhithopanishad edited by me during 1959
with commentary and notes.
CHANDOGYA UPANISHAD

This is the sixth of the Brahmanas and has
ten c=apters of which the first two deal with
Karma Khanda and the cight remaining with
Upanishadic doctrine. The two opening chap-
ter. are called Mantra Brahmana, giving the
mantras appropriate to various Samskaras like
Jatakarma, Namakarana, Chouia, Upanayana,
Vivaha, Pumsavana and Seemantha Pakaya-
gnas, Kamyakarmas, Madhuparka etc:, etc.
Sayana Bhashya and Gunavishnu Bhashya on
this have been published by the Calcutta
University. The first five chapters of the Upa-
nishad portion deal with various Upasanas and
the remaining three expound the Nirguna Brah-
maswarupa. It isthe unique feature of the
Upanishad that it affirms the doctrine of
Tattwamasi in forthright fashion:

Cuapter 1 covers Karmaangavabad-
dhopasana-praise of Omkara Upasana of Aditya
in the form of Pranaetc. In the form of
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stories of Silaka, Dalbhya, Jaivali and Usha-
shti, the fruits of Artvijya are set forth.

Cuapter n1: Deals with Panchabhaktika
and Saptabhaktika samas and their prayoga
in yagnas Dharmaskandha Nirupana, Omkara
prasamsa, Devayagna and the fiuits of chan-
ting these for the Yajaman are set forth

Cmprer 111: Describes with Adhithyopa-
sana, nirvachana of Gayatri, Atmayagnopa-
sana, Akshayadiphalaka upasana etc.

Cuarter 1v: Deals with Janasruti Upak-
hyana, the story of Raikva, the story of Satya-
kama and the Upasana of Agni. We learn
from the Raikva story the fathomless comp-
lexity and mystery surrounding the true Jnani.
The Satyakama story emphasises truthfulness
as Dharma, in particular of the Brahmachari.
Upakosala’s gurukula vasa with Satyakama
and the attainment of Gnana through worship
of Agni are described.

CuarTeR v: Prana vidya the story of the
struggle among the Indriyas, each claiming
supremacy - resulting in the recognition of
the primacy of prana is related. Swetakaetu’s
encounter with Pravahana whose five ques-
tions he could not answer, his return to his
father and their visit together to Pravahana
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to learn from him the Panchagni vidya, the
dying and rebirth of being, are next dealt
with. Oupamanyava and others, seem get initi-
ated in Vaiswanara vidya. Pranagni Hotra is
described.

CuarTek vi: Swetakatu’s conceit is sub-
dued by his father Aruni drawing attention
to his ignorance of that which is beyond mere
learning. On his becoming a humble sceker
after this supreme wisdom, Aruni instructs
him in the basic truth that all proceeds from
Sat and the doctrine of Tatwamasi (Thou art
that) like rivers emerging from and merging
in oceans, like an acorn being the mother of
the oak, like a pinch of salt making all the
water saltish when it is full with the water-ail
is Brahman. Human beings are like blind
folded creatures, whose vision of reality is
awakened by a true guru.

CuapTEr vii: Narada-Sanatkumara Sam-
vada on Brahma Vidya. All the sciences of
the world are useless without a knowledge of
the self, which is beyond Name and Form.

CuaprTer vii: Dahara Vidya: The human
body is Brahmapura; in the lotus of the human
heart dwells the Atman. The inner Atma com-
prehends within itself all the universe with-
out. Human ignorance of this blinds one to



231

this truth and like ignorant then we walk over

gold mines not suspecting the gold beneath
our feet.

Finally in the story of Indra and Viro-
chana, we are bidden to see the unreality of the
body and the trancedents reality of the Atman

Samhitopanishad Brahmana:

It is the seventh Brahmana and has five
khandas, Vamsa Brahman is the eighth Brah-
mana and has three khandas which deals with
Guru Parambara Samadyayin. All the eight
Brahmanas have commentaries by Sayana
Acharya and Sri Sankara Bhaghavatpada has a
magnificent commentary on Chandogyopani-
shad.

Kalpasutras of Sama Vedinsare in tennart.
Drahyayanasutra, Anupada, Nidana, Kalpa-
Upagrantha,Kshudra,Tandayalakshana,Panchas
vidhasutra, Kalpanupada and Anustotram,

Sama vedins are called Drahyayanasutris. The
sutra has a commentary by Dhanvi called Dee-
pika. It consists of thirty one patalas(scctions)
covering yagnas, Samaveda verses suited for
various occasions and ceromonies Anupada-
sutra has ten divisions. Nidanasutra is by
Patanjali and has ten divisions. The Kalpa
sutra and Kshudra by Gargya masaka are the
oldest of its kind and eleven chapters and six
chapters respectively.
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Upagrantha sutra is by Katyayana Maha-
rishi and has four prapatakas. Tandayalaks-
hana has three prapatakes and 34 khandas.
Panchavidasutra has 14 khandas dealing with
Pancha Bhakthis.-Kalpanupada has two prapa-
takas and 24 khandas.

SAMAVEDA LAKSHANA GRANTHAS

Gayatra Vidhana - by Sungasharya-deals with
samas relating to Gayatri and has eight khandas.

Riktantra - by Sakatayana Maharshi deals
with lakshanas of the Archikas and is in five
prapatakas topics like origins of sounds of
language their Swarup, Samhitalakshna Sanni-
karsha aksharas etc., are covered.

 Laghu riktanira sangrha - 158 slokas expounds
points like long aksara as becoming short etc.,
with illustrations during sama: oSacarna dirgha
expounds points dealt with in the above
grantha.

Riktantra Viorthi - covers (1) Gayatraganapra-
kara (2) Swarithanirupana and (3) Ekasruti
Vidhana for prachayaswara.

Sainatanira - is the lakshanakranta for Pra-
kriti samas and was composed by Audavraji
MaharishilS— chapters and 138 khandas.



233

Samatant-a Prakasika - by Mahaganapati is of
the nature of a Vivarana of Samatantrabha-
shya,

Samatanirasanagratis epitomises the sutras for
each sama.

Aksharatantra 26-khandas 200 sutras cover-
ing stobhas of Sama Veda.

Pullasutra  has 10 chapters and 129 khan-
das. It expounds 18 Bhavas.

Pullapoth  expounds lakshanas of all the
Ooha samas.

Avagrahasutram 12 sutras prescribing rules
for padapatha

Hita Vakvam tells us how many veshtana-
padas there are in a rik.

Stobanu Scmhara deals with stobha words in
samas.

Matra lakshana prescribes the rules govern.-
ing length and shortness in sama chanting.

Archika Laksiana expounds the swaras of
riks.

Chalaprakriya expounds the technical aspects
of chalaksharas.

Paniniya siksha :  Although common to all
vedas, is mentioned here because it covers
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sama veda as well. Deals with letters and
sounds in use in the Veda.

Naradiva Siksla  expound the lakshna of
Sama and Rik.

Gautamiya Siksha deals with samyukta aksha-
ras. Lomasini Stksha deals with aspects of swaras
and modes of their utterance.

Githi Kalpam expounds the prastavabhakti
of the samas in uhagana.

Grihyasutras  cover aspects of all karmas
performed in the homa with the homagni of
the grihasta in the form of aphorisms. There
are forty samskaras and of these 26 are
expounded here.

Other treatises on sastric aspects of human,
well being are Gautamasutra Gautamasmrti
Aparasutra, Grihyaparisishta, Prayogamani,
Darpana Srautaprayoga, Purushothamabhattiya
Srinivasa Dikshithiyam, Srauta Karika, Pra-
yoga Parijatha, Sridhariya, Vamanakarika,
Satyayana Karika, Smarta Tantrasudhanidhi,
Prayoga Kusumavali Samagahnikasangraha.

All the above matters are more elabora-
tely described in the Sanskrit Text.
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